Introduction
Reliable statistics on the incidence of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) in South Africa are not readily available. Nevertheless, the incidence is probably ten to twelve times that in the United Kingdom. The STD clinic at Congella, Durban sees an average of 25 000 new cases yearly. Gonorrhoea The study published here shows that syphilis and chancroid together accounted for more than 80%7o of genital ulcers in our study population. Syphilis was present in 44070 of patients, which is similar to the 49% reported in Pretoria, South Africa,7 but is much higher than the 11I% in Kenya, 3 17% By examining Giemsa stained smears of exudate from the base of ulcers, we were not able to detect any cases of granuloma inguinale. As we did not use the recommended method of examining squashed preparations of tissue from the ulcers, we could have missed some cases of infection with Calymmatobacterium granulomatis. Nevertheless our findings confirm those reported by other workers from Kenya and South Africa that granuloma inguinale is a rare cause of genital ulcers in black men. 2 3 7 In this study we have shown that syphilis and chancroid are two of the most common causes of genital ulcers in black men in Durban, South Africa. We would therefore recommend that, in the absence of laboratory facilities, genital ulcers be treated with antimicrobial agents that will be effective against both these organisms. This can be easily achieved by combined treatment with benzathine penicillin in a single dose of 2 4 MU and erythromycin or co-trimoxazole orally for 14 days.
